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ABSTRACT 
 

We examined the synecological community assemblage of herpetofauna in the montane zones (> 900 

m asl) of four hill ranges in the Southern Eastern Ghats, peninsular India. We found out the micro-

habitat associations of herpetofauna by quantifying the frequency of resting substrate (=resource 

state) utilisation of the target taxa in terrestrial, aquatic, semi-fossorial and semi-arboreal strata 

(trees <5 m height from ground). We, based on a 2000 hr-long (500 hrs. per hill range) visual encoun-

ter survey, estimated the encounter rate of each taxa. Lastly, we comment upon the roadkill mortali-

ties of herpetofauna in the study sites and provide an appraisal for conservation.  
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